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Art through the Ages
Art through the millennia has been tied to beliefs.
The ethics of creativity has been debated around art
being deception or not as creativity is a skill.
Philosophers and Theologians have argued the use of
art postering that art is either decorative or that of
storytelling, that is the communicating of heroes,
deities and villains – and the chaos of creation, like the
throwing of clay by the hands of the creator.

Thus is the chaos being moulded by God the very idea
of shaping clay firstly into a ball (symbolic of the
sacred orb), and then turned into a piece of meaning
that is created either with function i.e. Has practical
use (a bowl, a pitcher or a plate) or of decorative,
being that of an higher aesthetic, such as an art.

Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam
Verse 53
With Earth’s first Clay They did Last Man’s knead,
And then of the Last Harvest sow’d the Seed :
Yea, the first Morning of Creation wrote
What the Last Dawn of Reckoning shall read.
Verse 59:
Kuza-Nama*
Listen again. One evening at the close
of Ramazán, ere the better Moon arose,
In that old Potter’s Shop I stood alone
With the clay Population round in Rows.
* The Book of Pots: in Islam, relates to Ramadan and fasting

Ancient Greek Sculpture as described by
Aristotle.
There was no specific name for “art” in Ancient Greece. The descriptive term
of “Technē is often used in philosophical discourse to distinguish from art
(or poesies). [Technē literally means in the ancient school of thought “high
technique or great skill”.
Aristotle believed that this skill represents of the imperfection of human
imitation of nature. Man could otherwise be no match for nature which
perfection is in the hands of the divine. For the ancient Greeks, it signifies all
the mechanic creativity i.e., rhetoric or scientific, including medicine and
music, which is the utility of great skill, as in the hands of great men can
shape the world to the betterment of humankind. But on the darker side, the
destruction of war. And the polluting of the environment.
(Aristotle: The Eudemian Ethics: 1140a)

Egyptian
Sculpture
Pharaoh Akhenaten
Pharaohs are quite interesting in the story of early
sculpture. Pharaohs often were more the artists
behind the imagery, designing them so as to be
represented like a god as a creation of themselves
in they’re own image.
The point of interest with this particular Pharaoh is
that he was the first in mankind to practice a
worship of Monotheist God. His God was named
Ré, and he believed the creative powers of his God
shines down on the world as the light of the sun.

Dancing Girl.
(Indus Valley)
2300–1750 BC
The oldest sculpture of the “Lost Wax Casting
Method” -, is from the Indus Valley Civilization.
The lost max method of sculpting is by –
Carving the artwork in wax, and when it is set, but
damp, covering it over with a plaster made from a
lime or gypsum shell until there is a thick and
strong coverage. Then the hollow center is, lastly
with the forging process, the pouring of the
ingredients of the alloy – bronze – made from
copper and tin. Leaving a hollow sculpture shell
that comes from pouring the mixture thinly over
the inside of the mold, until the wax is gone, with
the outer surface making the aesthetic of the
sculpture

Buddhist Sculpture
The Longmen Grottoes
including statues:
of Vairocana, Kasyapa, Ananda, Guanyin, Mahasthamaprapta ( the cosmic Buddhas) and the Four

Heavenly Kings. These kings are Buddhist equivalents to Gods. They magically preside and watch over the
cardinal direction of the world (Being, Time and Space) Northern Wei Dynasty and the Tang Dynasty. CE 618
– 907.

The Book of Nothing
The great way is effortless
to those who live in choiceless awareness.
To choose without preference
is to be clear.
This is a verse from Sosan’s Hsin Hsin Ming
One of the most prized book of poems in the Shan Buddhism

history.
King Yu and the great taming of the waters (jade)
The Great King Yu is celebrated in the same way as the Prophet Moses in the
Bible he was believed to have tamed the waters.

The Americas
Mayan Sculpture
The Maize God
• In Mayan mythology, the maize god was decapitated
at harvest time but reborn again at the beginning of a
new growing season.
• Myths about the death and rebirth of gods helped
explain the cycle of the seasons and the return of maize,
on which Mayan civilization depended.
• Maize God Ceremonies were that of blood letting for
health, Food ceremonies and fertility and seasonal
rituals pertaining to farming.
• A History of the World - Object : Maya maize god
statue - BBC
• https://www.bbc.co.uk › ahistoryoftheworld › objects

Medusa Gorgon
Seducer of Poseidon
Punished by Athena was
turned into the snake
haired Gorgon

Bulls head: A worshipful Image

The Minotaur

The Horns of consecration

• The Minotaur: A garven image it was the offspring of Queen Pasiphae, the wife of Minos, and a snowwhite bull sent to Minos by the god Poseidon for sacrifice.
• The Horns of the consecration represent “The Horns of the Sacred Bull”, possibly symbolic of ancient
Greek bullfight. Fighters would try to flip over the bull by pinioning their hands and thrusting themselves

Minoan Sculpture

over holding the bulls horns. The bull was therefor not killed as is of Spanish bull fightin, but the
celebration of the skill ansd artisan of working with the celebrated creature.

Early portrait of Homer
Author of the Iliad and
the Odyssey.

Herakles, Hero of the Iliad.

Ancient Greece
Cyclades figures Agea c. 3300 to 1100 BCE

Celtic Sculpture
“Grim and forbidding, a stone Janus figure* 2.3 meters (7
ft 6 in) high from Holzerlingen, Germany, from the 5th to
the 6th century BC. The head once embodied a set of
horns. Similar to the Roman leaf crown.”

Tarasque de Noves
Limestone monster 1.2 meters (3 ½ feet) from Bouches-duRhǒne France. The monster’s paws sit 0n two human heads
and a human juts out of its mouth hanging out below.
Assumed to belong to the same time as other Celto-Lingurian
sculptures of the 2nd century BC but could be later.

Celtic
Czechoslovakia
It is really, quite striking to
see how an ancient work like
this seems so like a modern
sculpture.
This 4 ft ½ inch bird headed
bossed ring, the top probably
a handle comes from BrnoMalomerĭče, Czechoslovakia,
is thought to be a chariot
fitting. Probably dated at the
early third century BC.

The Sahara
The Conquest of the Libyans across the Sahara
brought two things, Cattle Farming and, the
expression in art developed from Stone wall
drawings to the carving of stone figures into
sandstone.
The period of 4000 BC; the creation of stone
‘monumenta’ coincided with Cretan, Lybian and
then the Roman occupants using the Sahara as a
space in which to strategize invasion of
Pharaonic Egypt.
The style of Saharan sculpture changed from
stone shelter paintings and carvings to Venus like
stone carved sculpture.

Mycenae
Common Terracotta from Mycenae. These embody sacred shapes that are derived from
the Greek (Phoenicians North Semitic Alphabet. The most sacred are that of the shape of
Psi, Phi, and Tau. The development of the stylistic manner is shown on the left and the

Ψ Psi
Psi, is the
transcendence of
the soul.

classic is shown on the right.
With the progress
of the manner of
abstraction form
began with
naturalism and
was slowly
changing over
time thus
becoming more
stylised.

Psi, Phi and Tau
are the classic
forms that reveal
a more spirited
content changed
from the figural
to the iconic to
embody an age of
enlightenment
that has been
associated with a
golden
era
of
artistic skill.

Φ Phi
Phi, is the
transcendence of
knowledge
T tau
Tau, is the
transcendence of
life (resurrection)

Axumite people
Ethiopia 500 BC

Rome Vatican
Ancient Ethiopian

Bunker Hill Massachusetts
Finished 1830 After the
Battle of Groton

Egypt Temple of
Luxor 3000 BC

Ancient Middle East

Sculpture in the form of Obelisk
These are some of what is a tradition of great leaders have built to commemorate either
war, political leadership, Pharaonic rulership and conquest. These are literally conceptual
and abstract art works to signify the power and regimen.

Inca (in the round)
1.

A gold Figurine to accompany the
deceased into the next world.

2.

Ceramic head made by a Wary
Person. It is functional as well as
being aesthetical.

3.

Monkey Scribes played an important
role in Inca life they were involved
in trade and religion.

4.

The Tumi is a celebration of tools
used in everyday life. Inca
celebrated human creation as a gift
given them by the gods, everything
from harvesting tools, to eating,
writing and calculating of values in a
functioning society of higher
culture.

5.

The Amarucancha Incas, a people of
Peru that lived between 1400 and
1532, made many portrait
sculptures of Royalty “ Head of
Viracocha” is the celebrated God
who was the great creator deity of
the universe, and the life existent
within his creation.

1. Funerary figure
buried with deceased

3. Peruvian
Monkey Scribe

2. The Wary People of
North Peru Ceramic Head
Pot 600 – 800 CE.

4. Central Andes:
Tumi, Sharp utensil

5. Amarucancha in Peru.
1400-1532 AD. Known as
the "Head of Viracocha".

3. Jaina Island People
Warrior:
Classic Period
8th – 9th century CE

4. Incense burner
depicting Maya
Ruler. Holds Ritual
Elements

1. Maya ancient Woman

Maya (in the round)

2. This grand sculpture portrays the Maya deity
Chahk as an axe-wielding personification of rain,
storms, and lightning. Clutching the handle of a
large axe – symbolic of lightning – Chahk is shown
as the Storm God with an open mouth and
pronounced cheeks as if shouting or threatening.

2. Monumental Figure |
Maya | The Metropolitan
Museum of Art
(metmuseum.org)

5. Maya Jade
Kinich Habab Pakal
Ruler of Palenque
615 – 683 CE

The Caesars

(in the round)

the "twelve Caesars"—Julius, Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius,
Nero, Galba, Otho, Vitellius, Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian.

Their reign collectively, did not rule the length of a century.

Middle Ages

1.Pieta (Vesperbild)
c. 1400

Röttgen Pietà,
Wood c. 1300 -1325

Pietá (Vesperbild)
Poplar,
polychromy, and
gilding
Germany,
Rhineland, about
1375-1400

1.

In the hands of theologians and then artists, this imagined moment became the focus of
prayer and reflection. Here, the sculptor sets the emaciated, almost naked body of Jesus
against the ample, enveloping robes of Mary, who grasps his thin wrist as if to check his
pulse.

2.

Röttgen Pietà, c. 1300-25, painted wood, 34 1/2″ high (Rheinisches Landesmuseum, Bonn)

3.

This small figure in painted wood efflects the writings of the German mystics, who believed
that the Virgin, in the agony of her grief, foretold that she was embracing the infant Christ
once again on his death.

Renaissance
Michelangelo

It is interesting to note, the final works of the Master, Michelangelo
remain un finished. They give us an idea into the way he worked. That is
that his chisel moving around the whole of the figure he was creating.
Works like these has influence modernists like August Rodin and even
Pablo Picasso. The creation of an unfinished, is such the mannerism
that in the time coming followed the master.

Bernini Gianlorenzo
Master of the Baroque
The Ecstasy of Saint Terisa depicts
the moment when the Saint
receives the calling from G OD. The
terror of the calling is shown in
the angel thrusts of the truth into
her heartthat is to be the arrow
of compassion bringing the
sublime that is the ecstatic state
of the reciprocal love of G OD.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Rococco

Nicolas-Sébastien Adam
The first recorded account of the Prometheus
myth appeared in the late 8th-century
BC Greek epic poet Hesiod’s Theogeny. In that
account, Prometheus was a son of
the Titan Iapetus by Clymene or Asia, one of
the Oceanids. Prometheus was brother
to Menoetius, Atlas, and Epimetheus. Hesiod,
in Theogony, introduces Prometheus as a lowly
challenger to Zeus's omniscience and
omnipotence. (Wikipedia)

Vertumnus and
Pomone
Created as a tribute to Louis XV and
Madame de Pompadour, who had
played the role in Versailles.

Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne (15 February
1704 – 1778) was a French sculptor of
the 18th century who worked in both
the Rococo and Neoclassical style. He
made monumental statuary for
the Gardens of Versailles but was best
known for his expressive portrait busts.

Pluto Abducting Persephone
Francis Geraldin

Venus: Massimiliamo Soldani

Abduction of Helen by Paris:
Giovani Francesco Suchini

Romanticism 18

th

Century

The sensuality and the expression, the violence and animation is epitomized in the Romantic and is
why it is named so.

August Rodin

From the left.
1. Faun and Nymph,
2. Christ and Mary Magdalen,
3. Prodigal Son

(19th

Century)
Late Romantic (sometimes Impressionism)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Pablo Picasso

(20th Century)

Cubism is more than a painting and drawing movement. The Sculptures of Pablo Picasso
inspired artists of his own time and still inspires conceptualists today. The sculptures of
Picasso are mainly Portraiture or that of Musical Instruments. He also constructed Still Life.
Picasso was a child protégé and much of his work from childhood has been kept. It has
been seen the level of his creativity skill beginning at an early age.

3) Sleeping Muse

Constantin Brancusi

1) Adam and Eve

4) The artists studio

5) The Endless Column

The art of Constantin Brancusi was constantly developing. He worked
with form as a kind of extrapolation from life. He was a sculptor
through and through. Sometimes Surreal and sometimes Abstract.
The Brancusi mannerism is associated with Surrealism and Constructivism

2) The Kiss

Umberto Boccioni
(Futurism: 20th Century)
Inspired by the breakthroughs of
Cubism Umberto Boccioni
developed a language to explore
relativity, movement and
dynamism. Much of the
approaches of cubism were
exaggerated and pushed around.
Expressing the mass of physical
form being moved like liquid
exploring Quantum Mechanics,
Technology and invention, as a
celebration of modernity at the
dawn of the twentieth century
shortly before the Great War
changed everything.

Both sculpture and
performance art
focuses on the murder
of the Tzar and the
Romanov Royal Family
17 th July 1918.
Designed Varvara
Steohanova her
husband was the Artist
Alexander Rodchenko

The name DADA has no meaning. But it
represents a movement which is known as
Antiart – this is in the face of the Great War.
Where Communism took people’s Identities
and turned them into workers of national
state.

DADA
Raoul Hausmann
Mechanical Head c.1920
It is the only sculpture remaining of his work
Constructed from a hairdresser's wig-making dummy, the
piece has various measuring devices attached including a
ruler, a pocket watch mechanism, a typewriter, some camera
segments and a crocodile wallet.

Marcel Duchamp
(Surrealism and the Readymade)

The two seemingly nonsense
pieces have strong political over
overtones. One can see the large
Glass (also known as the Bride
stripped Bare from her Bachelors
is a strong statement about the
loss of young men to the war
machine. The key of it’s meaning
is in the chocolate grinder. The
Hills Hoist attached to the
chocolate grinder which is being
served up with men’s overalls,
hanging over a rather flimsy and
empty piece of a frame of , which
could be “peace is framed and it
is flimsy and that men’s lives are
being held out to dry, etc…. The
Urinal turned up on itself makes
me think the coinage “pissing up
against the wall.

The Large Glass

The Urinal

Letatlin: Constructed Bird

Counter Relief Construction

Corner Counter Relief Construction

Constructivism. Vladimir Tatlin
The work of this Modern Master is inspired by the navy he also
has made monumental work. As will be seen in the next slide
Counter Relief Construction

Monument to the 3rd International
The Monument to Communism that was never built: Politically, it
was a new Visual language and was doomed to fail. It was too
idealist of the technological limitations of the early Soviet Union .
The Monument was supposed to compete with the Eifel Tower.

Kasimir
Malevich
Suprematism
Architectons. The idea of
the Multi story Sky Scraper
began with Suprematism.
However its wasn’t until
The German Bauhaus and
the American School did
this version of utopia came
into being.

The Rodchenko mannerism is an
expression of progress, a
contemplation about production
and materials. His work explores
the architectural forms of
wooden framing.

Alexander Rodchenko
Rodchenko was a strong leader and a force of modernity to modern Sculpture. He was a Constructivist through and
through. He turned Vladimir Tatlin’s Monument for the 3 rd International into the stuff of Russian legend. Even as it
was doomed not to be built and a finish on the USSR Landscape It became a Rodchenko Russian myth.

Alexander Calder
• Calder made Sheet metal sculpture.
Whimsical and playful. There are two
categories his work falls. 1) Mobiles
and 2) Stabiles. Sometimes it is a mix
of the two. Always brightly coloured
and inspired by animal, aquatic,
insect and arboreal forms. He is most
famed for his work : Circus.
• Circus will be shown in the next slide.

Alexander Calder – The Circus. Installation. Paris. 1926.

Alberto Giacometti
Giacometti started out as a Surrealist. But after World War II no longer had
the optimism of the human collective consciousness. He has become
known in that light, a precursor of Abstract Expressionism. His work
conveys that anxiety of the Post-Hiroshima fear and doubt. The effect of
radioactive fallout and the anguish of people effected by such destruction.

POP
1. Caeser: Compressed Car.

2. Claes Oldenberg: Soft Hamberger. 3. Allan Jones: Girl Table.

Site Specific Installation
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Claes Oldenberg
Known for his witty, super large sculptural jokes.
The serious side is it makes us aware of how we
rely on consumerism.
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Postmodernism
Patricia Piccinini
Contemporary.
A mistress of the
anamorphic, can be
disturbing and magical
all the same.

